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House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 2. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 1 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Statement on the Death of
King Birenda of Nepal
June 2, 2001

I am deeply saddened and shocked at King
Birenda’s untimely death. I also mourn the
loss of Queen Aiswarya and other family
members and extend my deepest sympathies
to the King’s extended family. I send my con-
dolences to the Nepalese people during this
difficult period. Our prayers are with the
Government and people of Nepal.

Proclamation 7446—National Child’s
Day, 2001
June 2, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our children, who are today dreaming big

dreams and who are filled with hope, will
someday serve as leaders in government, in-
dustry, education, and the arts. For the good
of our country and its continued progress and
advancement, we must strive to give all
young Americans the best possible start in
life.

Falling between Mother’s Day and Fa-
ther’s Day, Child’s Day is celebrated this year
on June 3, the first Sunday of the month.
This special occasion gives us a unique op-
portunity to remember the joys and wonder
of our own childhood and to reflect on how
positive and healthy experiences in one’s
early years significantly influence later
achievements and happiness.

All adults must work together to ensure
the safety and well-being of our Nation’s
most precious resource, our children. Every
youngster deserves to live in a safe, perma-
nent, and caring family; but, unfortunately,
this is not always the case. Government can-
not make people love one another, but it can

and must cultivate a climate that helps fami-
lies, as well as the individuals and groups that
support them.

Our Nation must reaffirm its commitment
to loving and caring for our children. We
must improve the safety of schools and
neighborhoods and mobilize faith-based and
community groups to fight poverty and ad-
diction. Because many youngsters now grow
up in single-parent homes, we must promote
responsible fatherhood, in all its aspects, in-
cluding spiritual leadership, emotional secu-
rity, and financial support. We must also help
families in crisis, protect children from abuse
and neglect, and encourage adoption for chil-
dren who must be removed from their bio-
logical parents.

Our responsibility to our young people,
however, extends beyond just their physical
and emotional well-being. We must also pro-
vide them with a quality education, so that
no child is left behind in our fast-paced glob-
al economy. Adults should also encourage
youngsters to always set high goals, make
right choices, and stay involved in their com-
munities. By doing so, boys and girls can pur-
sue lives of meaning and fulfillment as con-
tributing members of society.

Every child in every neighborhood has
unique gifts to offer. We must nurture our
children’s dreams, help them develop their
talents and abilities, and ensure their healthy
development so that they may reach their full
potential. Our success in this vital endeavor
will affect the direction of their lives and the
future strength and vitality of our Nation.

In recognition of the importance of our
Nation’s children, the Senate, by Senate Res-
olution 90 approved May 25, 2001, has des-
ignated June 3, 2001, as ‘‘National Child’s
Day’’ and has requested that the President
issue a Proclamation calling for appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 3, 2001, as
National Child’s Day. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to share in the mission of preparing our
young people for life’s challenges and oppor-
tunities. By reading to youngsters, listening
to their cares and concerns, and providing
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them with safe and loving homes, we can
make a positive and lasting contribution to
their health, happiness, and well-being.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 5, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 6.

Remarks at Everglades National
Park, Florida
June 4, 2001

Thank you all very much. Thank you.
Thank you, Brother. [Laughter] I love my
brother. People in Florida are lucky to have
this good man as Governor.

I’m honored to be here with two fine
United States Senators; thank you both for
being here. Senator Graham, thanks for fly-
ing down with us, and Senator Nelson, it was
good to see you at the airport today.

Peter Deutsch, this is his district. Con-
gressman, thanks so much for coming. We’re
honored to have you here. Congressman—
I just call her Ileana—[laughter]—thanks so
very much for being here, Ileana, and same
to you, Lincoln. I’m honored that you’re
here. The two chairmen, Chairman Shaw and
Chairman Young, I’m honored that you all
are here, as well. I don’t see Congressperson
Meek. I think she was going to be here. She’s
not, but Jerry, I appreciate you. I appreciate
your staff. I appreciate so very much
Maureen Finnerty for giving us the briefing.
And I appreciate Larry Belli, as well, for tak-
ing time to chopper over this beautiful slice
of heaven. Thank you both. And thank all
your staff for making this experience such
a meaningful experience for all of us. It’s an
honor to be here, especially in these sur-
roundings.

Visitors from around the world come to
this beautiful State to see the coasts and the
Keys and the sandy beaches. Today we’re
standing in just as wondrous a scene in Flor-

ida and just as an important part of this State.
It commands our care and attention. This
area needs our protection. And I am here
to join with your Governor in the cause of
preserving and protecting the Florida Ever-
glades.

Last week I visited the great Sequoia
National Park in California. Just to get there
we covered many miles of land that appeared
exactly as it did to the first people who saw
it. The same can be said of these sur-
roundings and of this park. They are here
to be appreciated, not changed. Their beauty
is beyond our power to improve.

Our job here is to be good stewards of
the Everglades, to restore what has been
damaged and to reduce the risk of harm. The
Everglades National Park was established
more than 50 years ago. It is not just a beau-
tiful place to visit but, as everybody down
here knows, is a vital part of south Florida’s
ecosystem. The park extends nearly 1.4 mil-
lion acres and is our country’s largest remain-
ing subtropical wilderness. It includes most
of Florida Bay, mangrove forests, coastal
prairie, cypress forests, pine lands, and fresh-
water streams that form, as they are now
called, the River of Grass.

We’re also visitors today in the home of
68 endangered species and the only place on
Earth where crocodiles and alligators live
side by side. We’re kind of hoping that’s the
way it gets to be in the United States Con-
gress one of these days. [Laughter]

Over the same half century, since the park
was created, south Florida’s population has
doubled many times over, and it will con-
tinue to grow. For ages, the waters of the
Everglades have sustained animal life. Today,
south Florida’s human population relies upon
them, as well. Growth and progress are desir-
able, and environmental destruction is not in-
evitable. We must build and plan with re-
spect for nature’s prior claims.

Lost, if we are careless, are the sparrows
and wading birds, panthers and bears who
live here, and the chance for future genera-
tions to see these creatures in the place that
nature gave them. We must meet the de-
mands of growth but without harming the
very things that give Florida and the Ever-
glades their beauty.
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